
Town Hall Video Discussion Guide 

 

These are slides and discussion topics from the parenting 
portion of a 

Town Hall Community Discussion about reducing 
underage use of substances – alcohol, marijuana, nicotine 

and misuse of RX drugs 
 

 

It does take a village – well, the village can certainly have 
an impact.  The 3 major influencers are Parents, Schools 

and Law Enforcement. 
 

• Had you thought about all the influences in your 
child’s life relative to whether they use substances or 
not?  Thinking of it now, any insights come to mind? 

 

• Many parents haven’t thought about it, spend a 
moment then describe how you see your role in 
helping your kids say no to alcohol, marijuana, 

nicotine or other drugs? 
 

• How would you define your level of concern about 
your child using alcohol, marijuana, nicotine or other 
drugs in middle school, high school, college?   There 

can be a wide variety in the level of worry. 
 
 

 

• How important do you believe your influence is in 
your kid’s life relative to drugs and alcohol? 

 

• To date, all states with recreationally legal marijuana, 
approved it via ballot initiative (meaning by voters vs 

legislators).  Have you thought about the fact that 
your kids are making assumptions about i) whether 
you voted for pot, ii) your general acceptance of it 

and iii) if you believe it’s okay for them. 



 

• Is this new definition of “gateway” drugs surprising?  
Does it make sense?  

 

• Did you believe one of these drugs was better for 
your kid than the others?  If so, which one?   

 

• Does this data change your mind? 

 

• The topics in this and the next slide resonates 
differently with every parent.   

• Do you subscribed to “kids will be kids?”  

• Did you realize it before listening to the video? 

• Do you think today’s youth experience drugs and 
alcohol differently than you did in middle &/or high 
school?  Describe the differences and any concerns. 

 

• Did the video change your mind on any of these 
commonly held perspectives? 

 

• Even if it did not change your mind entirely, could you 
support a community effort to reduce underage use? 

• Does the group gathered today feel like it could align 
in some ways to help their kids make substance-free 

choices? 
 

• Did anything in the “NIH – Drinking at Home – flyer” 
catch your attention 



 

• Share any substance-free party or activity strategies.   

• Look at the “Let’s talk parties – Flyer” for more food-
for-thought  

• Or, set up another time to look talk in detail about 
substance-free activities/strategies   

 

 

• Not covered in the video, but what do you think 
about consequences? 

 

• Do you have consequences already set in your home 
for drug and alcohol related incidents?  Do you have 

consequences for other types of offenses? 
 

• What do you find to be effective? 
 

• Have certain consequences not worked? 

 


